
Soil and its implication for World Events



Setting the Stage (1) –
Population…



Setting the Stage (2) –
Land Degradation…

Natural Resources…

Soil degradation has diminished 
productivity of @ 2 billion ha of 
the 5 billion ha of arable land



Factors affecting World Food Supply

1. The natural resources available – esp. soil and water

2. Technical & knowledge resources – infrastructure and management

3. Appropriate plant / animal varieties and management thereof…

4. Supply of production inputs – fertilizer, pesticides, water, labor, etc.



Things to think about (1) –
If the vast majority of food/fiber production comes from land-based operations

Agricultural land accounts for… 









Things to think about (2) –

The majority of agriculture in developing nations is based on traditional 
agricultural practices










